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Railtown 1897 Offers Behind-the-Scenes Shop Tours  
On Tuesday Mornings Beginning March 26 

Visitors Will See the Famous Sierra No. 3 Up-Close & Personal  
Plus Learn About Current Projects Underway 

JAMESTOWN, Calif. – Railtown 1897 State Historic Park (SHP) will now offer special, behind-
the-scenes Shop Tours on Tuesday mornings from 10 a.m. to noon on an ongoing basis 
beginning March 26, 2013. Interested visitors will be treated to an up-close and personal view of 
routine maintenance and specialized work happening on current projects in the historic 
Roundhouse as well as in the Tri-Dam shop (a Cold War-era machine shop used to repair, 
replace or service parts for operating equipment, cars, steam and diesel locomotives). Keep in 
mind, parts for steam engines -- and sometimes vintage diesel locomotives -- cannot be 
purchased and must be manufactured on-site making Railtown 1897 SHP one of the most 
accessible places around to watch this specialized work being performed.  Along with educating 
visitors about our fascinating rail history, maintaining and repairing steam engines and diesels is 
an important part of the mission of Railtown 1897 SHP.   

The weekly two-hour Shop Tours begin with a brief slide show that provides background of 
current projects to date.   After the video, a knowledgeable volunteer host will guide visitors to the 
historic shops to meet and ask questions of skilled paid and volunteer staff who are actively 
working on projects and activities that keep the historic shops alive.   

Widely known as “The Movie Railroad” due to the hundreds of films and movies that have been 
shot on-location at the historic site, Railtown 1897 SHP is home to the Historic Jamestown Shops 
and Roundhouse of the Sierra Railway. This one-of-a-kind attraction combines industrial heritage 
and railroad history with the lore of Hollywood's film industry. The Railtown 1897 Interpretive 
Center, the authentic roundhouse and shops, and the Depot Store (a railroad specialty gift shop) 
are among the Park's unique year-round offerings. 
 
Open daily, Railtown 1897 SHP Shop Tours are included with Park admission, which is as 
follows: $5 for adults, $3 for youths ages 6-17 and free for children five and under.  More 
information about the Shop Tours or Railtown 1897 SHP is available by calling 209-984-3953 or 
visiting www.railtown1897.org. 
 
About Railtown 1897 State Historic Park  
Operated by California State Parks with assistance from the nonprofit California State Railroad Museum Foundation, Railtown 1897 State 
Historic Park offers year-round tours plus train rides weekends April-October (selected dates only November-December). Known as “The 
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Movie Railroad,” the Park and its trains have been featured in hundreds of feature films, TV shows, and commercials. The Park is located at 
the corner of Fifth Avenue and Reservoir Road in Jamestown, reached by highways 49/108.  Railtown 1897 State Historic Park is open daily 
(except for Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year’s Day) and the Park’s operating hours vary by season: April-October, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 
p.m.; November-March, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. For more information, call Railtown 1897 State Historic Park at (209) 984-3953, or visit our Web site 
at www.railtown1897.org  


