THE STORY OF ALLEN LIGHT

Allen Light wasa free Black man who lived in Old Town San Diego in the
1840s. He lived with another free Black man, Richard Freeman, in abuilding
Freeman owned next to La Casa de M achadoy Silvas adobe (later known as the
Commercial Restaurantin the 1850s, and pictured below). Asthe first Black
businessownersin San Diego, Light and Freeman operated a saloon and dry
goods store together. Nearly 100 years later, workers installing a heater in the
historic Casa de M achadoy Silvas adobe found a pocket of space intentionally
created with smaller adobebricks. Inside,they found Allen Light’s freedom
papersand hisorders of appointment from the M exican government, two
important documents that gave historians amazing insightinto hisstory.
Have you ever found anything historical by accident?

W hatisthe oldest building you’ve ever been in?
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